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Romans XII. v. 3. 


J. ay, through the Grace given unto me, to every Man that 
is among you, not to think of himſelf more highly than he 
ought to think, but to think ſoberly. 


HE Propriety of this Advice will beſt appear, by 
conſidering the Perſons to whom it was addreſſed, 
and the Occaſion on which it was given. The Epiſtle 
is written to the Diſciples reſiding at Rome, probably the 
moſt enlightened and philoſophical Part of the Church at 
that Time; Men who ſeem to have been inquiſitive after 


the Grounds and Reaſons of their Faith, the Nature and 


Neceſſity of the Chriſtian Revelation. The Epiſtle con- 
tains a full Anſwer to this Enquiry ; and the Writer hath 
not neglected in many Places to intimate the Reaſonableneſs 
of Moderation and Diffidence in ourſelves, whenever the 


Ways of divine Providence are the Subject of our Medi- 
tation. 


It might be then objected, —we know at leaſt it hath 
been objected ſince, — that this was the Language of Men, 
whoſe Cauſe would not bear too cloſe a Scrutiny. The Art 
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of infuſing a Spirit of Reverence and Submiſſion into their 
Diſciples had indeed been well underſtood, and conſtantly 
practiſed with Succeſs in the Advancement of the Grecian 
Philoſophy ; and the Friends of that Philoſophy might 
well take the Alarm, if they ſaw the ſame Methods purſued 
to its Subverſion.—But as the Cauſe of the Apoſtle was 
very diſſimilar from that of the Sophiſt, we may obſerve his 
Defence of it alſo conducted on a very different Plan. He 
enters on the Subject by giving a ſhort but full Account of 
the State of Religion in the Gentile World. The Strength 
of Reaſon is allowed ſufficient to diſcover the Nature and 
Attributes of God in the Works of his Creation, and to aſcend 
from the Survey of thoſe Things that are made to the inviſible 
Perfections of their Creator, even his eternal Power and 
God-head. He proceeds to ſhew, that Reaſon, though 


able to lead Men to the Knowledge of the one true God, 


was by no Means of ſufficient Force to preſerve it among 
the Bulk of Mankind : Since even thoſe who knew God, 


' glorified him not as God; but changed the Glory of the 


incorruptible Deity into the Likeneſs of corruptible Men 
and Beaſts, and were the Patrons and Encouragers of that 
Idolatry which overſpread the Face of the Earth. Juſt 
therefore is the Remark, that their Knowledge only ſerved 
to leave them without Excuſe, who changed the Glory of 
God into a Lie, and worſhipped and ſerved the Creature 
more than the Creator, who is bleſſed for ever. Here we 


may clearly ſee, what Reaſon was able to do in Religion 


among Men who had received in the largeſt Meaſure that 
Gift 


31 
Gift of Nature, and had carried it by Art to it's higheſt 
Perfection. The Appeal is made to the moſt enlightened 
Ages of the World, and to the moſt knowing Men of 
thoſe Ages; and if they were ſo far unable to reſcue Man- 
kind from their Subjection to Polytheiſm and Idolatry, that 
they did not deliver their own Souls, but againſt their better 
Judgment encouraged, and maintained the popular Super- 
ſtitions, the Juſtice of God is at once vindicated in giving 
them over to a reprobate Mind, and his Mercy glorified in 


opening to thoſe who lay in Darkneſs and the Shadow of 


Death a Proſpect of Life and Immortality. For that the 
Severity of the Cenſure here is not pointed at the whole 
Gentile World, but chiefly at thoſe who erred through the 
Pride of Reaſon, (darkening their fooliſh Heart in the 
Vanity of their Imaginations) is evident as well from the 
whole Tenor of the Argument in this Place, as from the 
Speech of the Apoſtle on another Occaſion, before the 
Athenian Tribunal, where he aſſures the People, that until 
the Times of the Goſpel, God had been graciouſly pleaſed 
to wink at their Ignorance. An Expreffion, which is not 
eaſily reconciled with the Paſſage before us, unleſs we ſup- 
poſe them to have different Objects in view; that the 
one relates to the Abuſe of Reaſon, the Dupliciey of 
Doctrine, the pernicious Refinements in Religion and 
Policy, which prevailed among their Legiſlators and Phi- 
loſophers; the other, to the unhappy Condition of the 
People under their Care, the Slaves of Ignorance and Super- 
ſtition, abandoned to the Corruption of their own Hearts, 


having 
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having no Hope, and living without God in the World. 
After this juſt but melancholy Repreſentation, he proceeds 


to explain to them the Nature and End of the Chriſtian 


Inſtitution; to vindicate the Ways of God in the Rejection 
of the Jews, and calling in of the Gentiles; to preſs upon 
both the Performance of the moral Duties of the Goſpel, as 
the indiſpenſable Condition under which they were intitled 
to it's Rewards; and, laſtly, to exhort them, — not to 
think more highly of themſelves than they ought to think, 
but to think ſoberly. It is not, we ſee, in a ſlight or 


curſory Manner, that he hath eſtabliſhed a Claim to their 


Confidence in this Advice; but by a fair Appeal to Hiſtory, 
and by ſtrict logical Concluſion from undoubted Facts. 
Vet, however neceſſary ſome Caution of this Kind may 
appear, we do not find him, in the Language of the Sceptic, 
adviſing his Followers to diſcard Reaſon as a uſeleſs or per- 
nicious Faculty, but to reſtrain it within it's proper Limits. — 
to think ſoberly. Extreme Opinions in this, as in many 
other Caſes, are equally wide of Truth ; and while ſome 
through falſe Conceptions of the Dignity of human Na- 


ture have repreſented Revelation as unneceſſary, others, in 


an affected Humility, have thrown aſide the only Criterion 
by which it's Truth or Falſchood can be aſcertained. 'The 
Unbelievers of a late Age certainly thought very highly of 
our Condition, while they aſſerted that our Reaſon was too 
perfect to need any farther Aid or Information, and that 
our Virtue was even contaminated by admitting the Hope of 


eternal Life as an Encouragement to Perſeverance in our 
2 Duty. 


. 
Duty. Theſe Notions, however, were too extravagant to 
be of any long Duration: We have lived to ſee the Infidel 
abandon this Poſt, as untenable, and overleaping at once 
all the Bounds of Moderation, throw himſelf into the 
Party of the Enthufiaſt. With him he joins in decrying 
all natural Religion, though indeed with oppoſite Inten- 
tions, and well aware that if the Foundation be ſapped, 
the Superſtructure muſt fall. With him he labours to 
paint all human Virtue as only a Mode of Selfiſhneſs, and to 
repreſent human Reaſon as a never-failing Source of Error 
and Deluſion. Nor can any Diſhonour be reflected on 
Religion from this Conduct in its Enemies, who have 
never ſcrupled to aſſume any Character, or adopt any 
Syſtem which might beſt fait their Purpoſe, and, as 
Occaſion required, have known how to vary their Attack, 
and move their Artillery at once from the Heights of 


Stoical Arrogance, into the low uncertain Grounds of 
Scepticiſm. 


| * 
It is more to be lamented, that among thoſe who pro- 
feſs to reverence that holy Name by which we are called, 


there ſhould be ſome, who, in the Confidence of Wiſdom, 


have not ſcrupled to wreſt and torture the Doctrines of 
Scripture, in order to adapt them, not to Reaſon, (for Reaſon 


cannot. judge in Matters beyond our Knowledge) but to 
their Imaginations. 


1 ſhall beg your Aue de to one Inſtance, ſelected from 
amon gf others, of this Procedure, The great Doctrine 
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having no Hope, and living without God in the World. 
After this juſt but melancholy Repreſentation, he proceeds 
to explain to them the Nature and End of the Chriſtian 
Inſtitution; to vindicate the Ways of God in the Rejection 
of the Jews, and calling in of the Gentiles; to preſs upon 
both the Performance of the moral Duties of the Goſpel, as 
the indiſpenſable Condition under which they were intitled 
to it's Rewards; and, laſtly, to exhort them, — not to 
think more highly of themſelves than they ought to think, 
but to think ſoberly. It is not, we ſee, in a light or 
curſory Manner, that he hath eſtabliſhed a Claim to their 
Confidence in this Advice; but by a fair Appeal to Hiſtory, 
and by ſtrict logical Concluſion from undoubted Facts. 
Vet, however neceſſary ſome Caution of this Kind may 
appear, we do not find him, in the Language of the Sceptic, 
adviſing his Followers to diſcard Reaſon as a uſeleſs or per- 
nicious Faculty, but to reſtrain it within it's proper Limits, — 
to think ſoberly. Extreme Opinions in this, as in many 
other Caſes, are equally wide of Truth; and while ſome 
through falſe Conceptions of the Dignity of human Na- 
ture have repreſented Revelation as unneceſſary, others, in 
an affected Humility, have thrown aſide the only Criterion 
by which it's Truth or Falſchood can be aſcertained. The 
Unbelievers of a late Age certainly thought very highly of 
our Condition, while they aſſerted that our Reaſon was too 
perfect to need any farther Aid or Information, and that 
our Virtue was even contaminated by admitting the Hope of 


eternal Life as an Encouragement to Perſeverance in our 
2 Duty. 
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Duty. Theſe Notions, however, were too extravagant to 
be of any long Duration: We have lived to ſee the Infidel 
abandon this Poſt, as untenable, and overleaping at once 
all the Bounds of Moderation, throw himſelf into the 
Party of the Enthufiaſt. With him he joins in decrying 
all natural Religion, though indeed with oppoſite Inten- 
tions, and well aware that if the Foundation be ſapped, 
the Superſtructure muſt fall. With him he labours to 
paint all human Virtue as only a Mode of Selfiſhneſs, and to 
repreſent human Reaſon as a never-failing Source of Error 
and Deluſion. Nor can any Diſhonour be reflected on 
Religion from this Conduct in its Enemies, who have 
never ſcrupled to aſſume any Character, or adopt any 
Syſtem which might beſt fait their Purpoſe, and, as 
Occaſion required, have known how to vary their Attack, 
and move their Artillery at once from the Heights of 


Stoical Arrogance, into the low uncertain Grounds of 
Scepticiſm. 
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It is more to be lamented, that among thoſe who pro- 
feſs to reverence that holy Name by which we are called, 


there ſhould be fome, who, in the Confidence of Wiſdom, 
have not ſcrupled to wreſt and torture the Doctrines of 
Scripture, in order to adapt them, not to Reaſon, (for Reaſon 
cannot. judge in Matters bed © our Knowledge) but to 
their Imaginations. 
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amongft others, of this Procedure, The great Doctrine 
C of 


— — 


<> 


2 5 GERT 


ES] 

of the Redemption of Mankind through Chriſt, fo largely 
inſiſted on in this and all the other Epiſtles of St. Paul, 
hath, under Colour of Metaphor and Alluſion, been ex- 
plained away to nothing; the Character of . Jeſus, the 
Mediator of the new Covenant, reſtrained to 'that of a 
moral Inſtructor only, and the Goſpel reduced to a mere 
NO of the Law of Nature. 


It may be, ſome have too raſhly attempted to remove 
the Veil which ſtill reſts over this myſterious Tranſaction, 
and without ſufficient Warrant from Scripture or Rea- 
ſon, have conſidered the Death of Chriſt as a full and 
neceſſary Satisfaction made to the offended Juſtice of God. 
As we find no mention in Scripture of any other Neceſſity 
of this Sacrifice, than what aroſe from the divine Appoint- 
ment, it may, perhaps, better become our Ignorance to be 
ſilent on this Head; and it is manifeſt that the Scriptures 
uniformly conſider the Remiſſion of Sins, and the Offer of 
eternal Life, as Effects flowing, not from the ſatisfied Juſ- 
tice, but from the free Mercy of the Deity ; as the Gift of 
God through Chriſt. This Atonement for Sin was pre- 
ordained of the Creator, and voluntarily performed by 
him, who ſaid, Lo, I come to do thy Will, O God; and 
who, by his entire Obedience, in which his heavenly 
Father declared himſelf well . pleaſed, may juſtly be faid; 
with reſpect to the divine Will and Intention, (for Ethic 
than this our Knowledge does not extend) to have made 
a full, perfedd, and ſufficient Sacrifice, Oblation and Sa- 


tisfaction, 
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tis faction, for the Sins of the whole World. Our Part 
in this gracious Diſpenſation is plainly revealed, and may 
be comprized in few Words, Repentance, and Faith, 
working by Love; and if we are not admitted to the 
Counſels of that divine Wiſdom, by which Pardon and 


Immortality are freely offered to us, we may forgive this 
Wrong. 


The Expreſſions in which this Bleſſing is announced 
to us, that we are redeemed by the Blood of - Chriſt ; 
that we are bought with a Price; that we are waſhed 
from our Sins through his Blood ; are, doubtleſs, both 
figurative, and alluſive to the religious Cuſtoms of the Jews 
and other Nations; but we are alſo told in more direct 
Terms, that God in Chriſt hath reconciled us to himſelf; 
that Chriſt died for our Sins; that God hath given to us 
eternal Life, and that this Life is in his Son: And the 
' Uſe of all Language muſt be ſtrangely confounded, if the 
Meaning be only this,—that Jeſus appeared in the World 
as a Teacher of Righteouſneſs, and that he was Dy wicked 
Men crucified and flain. Overwhelmed, indeed, as the 
Defenders of this Opinion appear to be, by the numerous 
and full Teſtimonies to the contrary, diſperſed in all the 
Variety of literal and figurative Expreſſion throughout 


the New Teſtament, they have yet found one Way of 
evadin 8 them all. 
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* « Weare not to look, ſay they, for the principal De- 
. ſign of the Life and Death of Chriſt, in particular 
« Texts, or ſingle Paſſages of the New Teſtament, but 
to conſider what is ſuggeſted by a View of the Hiſtory 
* itſelf, what may be called the Language of naked 
Facts; that which does not require to be written; 
« what the Facts themſelves neceſſarily ſpeak, without 
any Interpretation.” And is ſo great a Cloud of Wit- 


neſſes thus eaſily diſperſed, by the idle Breath of one 


hardy unſupported Aſſertion? The Facts, - that our Lord 
appeared upon Earth, - that he led a blameleſs and exem- 
plary Life, —wrought many beneficent Miracles, —ſuffered, 

died, and roſe again ;—what are we to infer from them? 
Can we from Facts alone draw this one important Con- 
cluſion, that he is become the firſt Fruits of them that 
ſleep in him? Yes, it ſaid, we may, for he taught the 


Doctrine . a future Life . ; 


If vous appeal to his Diſcourſes, the Argument from 
mere Facts, I preſume, is abandoned. 


He directed the Views of his Diſciples to Heaven, and 
Immortality T. . 


He did this, and more—much more—he purchaſed it 
for them. He gave his Life a Ranſom for many. He 


* Hiſt, of Corrupt, of Chriſt, p. 171. - + P. 172. 
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died for our Sint, and roſe again for our Fuſtiſication. 
Whither then ſhall we go, or where ſhall we ſeek the | 
Words of eternal Life, but in his gracious Declarations ? 
It is allowed, indeed, nay it is alledged, that + the prin- 
cipal "Deſign of the Life and Death of Chriſt, was to aſcer- 
\tain and exemplify the Reſurrection. And in Order to 
prove this Point, the following Paſſages are produced. 
+ This is the Will of him that ſent me, that every one that 
ſeeth the Son, and believeth on him, ſhould have eternal Life; 
and I will raiſe him up at the laſt Day.— I am the Reſur- 
reftion, and the Life. — I am come that they might have 
Lie. —T have the Keys of Death and the Grave.— 
Chriſt hath aboliſhed Death. It is impoſſible here 
not to obſerve a ſtriking Difference between the Text 
and the Comment: The Doctrine of the Comment is, 
that our Lord announced eternal Life to his Followers: 
The Doctrine of the Text, that he procured it for them; 
that he is the Author and Beſtower of that Reſurrection, 
which he came to aſcertain, and to exemplify. The 
Redemption of Mankind by the Death of Chriſt, was of | 
old revealed to the Fathers by the Prophets; ſhadowed | 
out by the Sacrifices of the Moſaic Law ; repeatedly de- 
clared by our Lord; and fully and frequently inculcated 
by his Apoſtles : It is a Doctrine which our Reaſon can- 
not fully comprehend, but to which it finds nothing to 
object; it harmonizes with the Courſe of God's moral 
Providence in this State, in which both Good and Evil are 
diſpenſed frequently through the Mediation of others ; 


+ P. 175. 
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and is entirely confiſtent with the Belief, that in the final 
Conſummation of all Things, every one ſhall receive ac- 
cording to his Works. 


Still we are told, it is injurious to the moral Cha- 
rater and Government of God, contrary to the Old Teſ- 
 tament, where he is deſcribed as merciful and long-ſuf- 
fering, and to the New, where we are ſaid by St. Paul, 
to be juſtified freely, by bis Grace. Now certainly if 
the Favour had been procured by the Suffering f another 
Perſon, it could not be ſaid to be beſtowed freely. If on 
other Occaſions the Apoſtle is cenſured by this Writer, 
as reaſoning inconclufively, he is here treated with ſtill 
greater Severity, and denied the common Privilege af in- 
terpreting his own Words: He hath told us, in this very 
Paſſage now quoted, that we are juſtified freely, by the 
divine Grace, through the Redemption that is in Igſus Chriſt, 
whom God hath ſet: forth to he a Propitiation, or rather, 
the Seat of Propitiation, thraugh Faith in bis Blood, to 
declare his Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſian of Sins that are 
paſt, through the Forbearauce of God. Can the Love of 
God receive a greater or brighter Manifeſtation ? He that 
ſpared not his own Son, but delivered bim up for us all, how 
ſhall he not with him aſſo freely give us all Things? Reaſon 
may inform us, that the Wages of Sin is Death; but 
will Reaſon alfo inſtruct us, that Immortality—a happy 
Immortality, is the legitimate Reward of a Life, ſpent, 


* P. 157. 
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the greater Part in Sin, and the Remainder in Repentance ? 
Even this too is intimated. For, “ Juſtice in the Deity 
can be nothing but a Modification of Benevolence. Bleſſed 


be his holy Name. Mercy and Truth meet together be- 


fore his Throne; and they have, no Doubt, their proper 
Departments: But it is not the Office of the Criminal 
to aſſign them. And who will tell me, that Juſtice, 

manifeſted in the Puniſhment of my Sins, may not be 
one Mode in which the Divine Benevolence will here- 
after be exerciſed toward ſame other Part of the Creation? 
Surely we think more highly of ourſelves than we ought 
to think; we do not ſufficiently reflect on the Weakneſs 
of our Underſtanding, and the Shortneſs of our Views, 
when we thus boldly arraign the Counſels of eternal 
Wiſdom, wherever they do not fall within the narrow 
Limits of our Comprehenſion. Let Reaſon enjoy all its 
due Honours : Let it be conſidered as the primary Reve- 
lation of God to Man, as the Teſt by which all other 
Revelations muſt ſubmit to be tried : Whatever is mani- 
feſtly contrary to Reaſon, let it be thrown aſide, as not 
proceeding from God : But let us not object to an infinite 
ſyſtem of Government, which has the whole Creation for 
its Object, that we do not ſee the Uſe or Expediency of 
all its Parts, of thoſe Parts in which we have no actiye 
Concern, and call this Reaſoning ; or let us allow that 
Objections of this Kind, and thoſe too multiplied in Pro- 
portion to our Ignorance, will bear with equal Force 


P. 168, And elſewhere. 
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the two Pillars of Materialiſm and Neceſſity. 
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againſt the Chriſtian Revelation, and againſt God's na- 


tural Government over the World; and conſider, whither, 
in the End, this Reaſoning may chance to lead us. 


It is till more ſurprizing, that while Men place ſuch 


entire Confidence in their moral Behaviour, as to refuſe 


any Mediation or Interceſſion (the Mediation and Inter- 
ceſſion of the Son of God) on their Behalf, this moral 


Behaviour ſhould be the declared Reſult of Matter, and 
Motion, and Mechaniſm. Yet is this among the Doc- 


trines by which the Church is to be reſtored to its ori- 
ginal Purity. An infinite Chain of Cauſes and Events is 
extended throughout the Univerſe, reaching from Crea- 
tion to the End of Time: Our Will is one Link in this 
Chain, neceſſarily dependent on that which is above, and 
ſupporting that which is beneath it. In all our Actions, 


we are ſaid, indeed, in common Language, to be influ- 


enced by Motives: But, whatever the Manner of this 
Influence may be, it is underſtood to be preciſely the 
ſame in Degree, with that by which a Stone falls to the 
Ground, or a Cloud is driven before the Wind. This 


Doctrine of Fate may have heretofore afforded a melan- 


choly Retreat to the Unbeliever, or ſoothed the gloomy 
Mind of the ſelf- elected Predeſtinarian ; but it is with 


Aſtoniſhment we receive the Diſcovery, reſerved for mo- 


dern Times, that it is the only Foundation of Virtue, and 


that the Chriſtian Temple cannot be ſupported, but on 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe who know with what Faſcination Prejudice acts, 
even on ingenuous Minds, will not doubt the Sincerity 
with which theſe Declarations are made; and the Learn- 
ing and Ability with which they have been defended, . are 
certainty worthy of Reſpect: Yet, ſurely; Candour will 
allow us to ſuppoſe there is ſome Departure from that 
Sobriety of Thought here recommended by the Apoftle, 
in thoſe who reject a poſrtive Doctrine of Chriſtianity, 
through Fear leſt it ſhould intrench on the Juftice or the 
Mercy of God, while they hold Opinions fubverſive of 
every Idea which Men uſually entertain of moral Per- 
fection in the Deity; repreſenting his Juſtice engaged to 
reward thoſe good Actions, which we were under a Ne- 
ceffity of performing, and his Mercy, his infinite Merey,, 
exerciſed in the Forgiveneſs of —_— which it was impoſ- 
„„ ©" Cl 


The great Queſtion concerning Human Liberty, if we: 
may judge from the fruitleſs Attempts to explain it, is: 
ſomevrhat beyond the Reach of our Faculties, and pro-- * 
bably will continue 46. But, various as the Opinions of 
ingenious Men have been in this Matter, and unequal as 
all their Reſearches have appeared to the Extent of the 
Subject, the Belief of our Freedom hath been always: 
admitte& without Hefitation in our Intercourſe with each 
other. A Circumſtance, which might ineline ſome to: 
think, that the oppoſite Doctrine may deſerve a Place 
2 thaſe ſubtle and fine-woven THcorics,, which have. 


E. floated. 


( 14 ] vs, 
floated a While in Philoſophical” linaginations, d Wen 
ſunk, and been heard of no more. The Opinions. 
that we ſee all Things in God; that Religion conſiſts in a 

| 2 Suſpenſion and Quietiſm of all our mental Faculties, 

r that, by a pre- eſtabliſhed Harmony, every Motion of 
4 Body hath from Eternity been adapted to a correſpon- 
dent Determination of the Mind at the given Inſtant, 
have not wanted the Patronage of Men reſpectable for their 
Genius and Virtue: But, being too remote from Nature 
and common Underſtanding, were never able to gain the 
public Approbation, and have fallen gradually into 
Neglect and Oblivion: While the Belief of the Exiſtence 
and Perfections of God, of the Freedom of Human Action, 
and of the conſequent Propriety of Reward and Puniſhment, 
though often obſcured by Ignorance, or deformed by Su- 
perſtition, hath yet obtained very generally among Men of 
Reaſon and Science in all Ages of the World. So juſt is 
is the Obſervation of the great Roman Philoſopher, * that 
Time never fails to. deſtroy the Fictions of Opinion, or to 
eſtabliſh the Judgments of Reaſon and Nature. The Chriſ-, 
tian, not bewildered in the Labyrinth of metaphyſical ſab- 
tlety, may yet be inclined to think, that where no Liberty is, 
; there is no Tranſgreſſian. ,Every one, he will ſee, on this 

Plan, muſt without the leaſt Deviation purſue the Path aſ-, 
ſigned him by Deſtiny ; + whether it lead to Glory and 


©; r Comments: delet Dies, nature: judicia confirmat; · 
8 3 Cic. de nat. De. 


7 rogevorr ra dfn, rogeias,—Plat. Menex. | 
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Honour and Immortality, or to Tribulation, Anguiſh, and 
Death. It may ſtill therefore remain with him an unan- 


ſwered Argument, - God hath declared us accountable,— 
therefore he hath made us free. 


If there be Truth in theſe Reflexions, the Concluſion 
towards which they point, will not, perhaps, be thought 
unimportant ;—that we ſhould leave to the Enemies of 
our Faith the Privilege of exalting or debaſing human 
Nature at their Pleaſure, and be contented that the Doc- 
trines of the Goſpel will beſt comport with that ſober Judg- 
ment of ourſelves, which is founded, not in Imagination, 
but in Fact and Experience. If we attend to the Voice 
of Reaſon, thus inſtructed, we ſhall ſoon perceive, that moral 
Perfection was not generally attainable by the Law of 
Nature, nor Revelation ſuperfluous. For, if perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs had come by this Law, then had Chriſt died in vain. 


We may alſo learn, that the Syſtems of Nature and 
Grace, having the ſame divine Original, and the ſame 
benevolent End, can in no Reſpect be inconſiſtent with 
each other; nor can the Chriſtian Religion have any other 
Foundation, than the Religion of Nature. The myſterious 
Truths of the Goſpel, ſo far as we are able to compre- 
hend them, are conſonant to our Reaſon, and analogous to 
the Methods in which divine Providence ſuperintends our 
preſent State; and it's moral Doctrines tend directly to the 
Improvement and Perfection of the Law written by God 
originally in our Hearts; a Law which the Saviour of the 
World came not to deſtroy, but to fulfill. 
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